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J oux C,u-nrrrE LL KtnrPerrucK
ANID THE Pet-,tcr, HoTEL
by fuchard L. Kirkpatrick

-J ohn Caldwell Kirkpatrick (1856-t914) was a

! charismatic and colorful figure prominent in

I Su" Francisco during the years he was manager

I of the Palace Hotel (1894-L914). He was
y' popular with the general public and esteemed in
the business community. The Palace was just one of
his overall responsibilities for managing the William
Sharon estate, which was among the $eatest fortunes

of the Gilded Age in the'West. After the earthquake

and fire of 1906, Kirkpatrick restored the Palace to
even greater splendor, and also actively promoted
renewed tourism and optimistically encouraged the
city in its general recovery.

First-generation American of Scots-Irish
descent, he was born in Pittsburgh in 1856 and
grew up on a farm near'Weirton, W'est Virginia.l
His father shipped foodstuffs to Pittsburgh for sale

by the family's wholesale grocery businesses there.

In his youth, John Kirkpatrick attended the public

school just across the Ohio River in Steubenville,

the seat of Jefferson County, Ohio. After graduating

in 1875, he earned a law degree at the Universiry
of Michlgan2 and then retumed to Steubenville in
1878 to practice [aw.3

His residence and work in Jefferson County
brought him into contact with the Sharon family of
Smithfield, Ohio, about 10 miles fromsteubenville.a
In 1880, John Kirkpatrick married Elizabeth "Lillie"
Davis (1856-1930), daughter oflsaac and Susanna

Sharon Davis.5 That connection, fueled by his
abilities, soon skyrocketed Kirkpatrick's fortunes.

Lillie was a niece of William Sharon (1821-85),

Susanna's brothet who also was born in Smithfield.
Among various undertakings, he became a lawyeq

and he went'West for the 1849 Gold Rush.6 He made

his fortune not in gold but in siiveq not in mining
but in banking. Called "King of the Comstock I,ode,"

he was reputed to be one of the wealthiest men in
Califomia. He came to reside in San Francisco and

held large tracts of real estate in the Bay Area. The
best known of his properties was the Palace Hotel,
which he acquired in 1875.7 He also owned the
Grand Hotel.

Sharon's family moved from Ohio to join him
and settled comfortably in various places around
the Bay Area. Isaac and Susanna Davis, parents

of Lillie Davis Kirkpatrick, occupied a mansion in
Santa Clara.s Another of their daughters, Ida,lived
on an estate named "Hawthorns" in Portola Valley

near Palo Alto.e She married James Monroe Allen
(L844-L913), who was a judge, prominent corporate

lawyer in San Francisco, and a director of the Sharon

Estate Co. and Bank of California, which \7i11iam

Sharon had resuscitated.lo Allen was a law partner

of Francis Newlands, a son-in-law of William Sharon.

Before his own move ro the Bay Area, Kirkpatrick
continued his legal practice in Steubenville. Among
his first jobs for the Sharoa family involved the farm

that his mother-in-1aw, Susanna Sharon Davis,

left behind in Smithfield. He gave her practical
business and legal advice about the sale or lease of
the property.ll
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The Palnce Hotel, witlt. Lotta's Fountain in the t'oreground, before tlv 7906 earthrlnake
CourtesJ of tlrc San Francisco Hisrory Ce nrel San Francisco Pubtic Librar"t.

In 1885, when Kirkpatrick was Z9 years old,
he and Lillie moved with rheir son, William (born
lBBZ), to California, under the auspices of the
Sharon family.12 Their starting place was a ranch in
the San Joaquin Valley near Fresno. His upbringing
on the farm in W'est Virginia had served him well.

His unremitting attention to the work at hand
proved so successful that the nex[ season he
increased his leasehold. His unusual success

.. . attracted the atter-rrion of the Sharon in-
terests. His returns on the second year made
such a favorable impression on the Sharon in-
terests that they offered hirn the management
of their outside land interests. Young Kirkpar-
rick took hold of the management with his
usual vigor and success, and began to lay tlre
foundatior-r of what became a strong place in
the esteem of his employers.ll

.r,,::..:L.E}ffiW



Clara Sharon (1854-BZ) married Francis

Newlands (1846-1917). After her death, he was

an execlltor an.1 trustee of her ir-rl-reritar-rce, u'hich

passecl to him and their urinor children.l9 Neu'lauds,

a lawyer, kept a close eye on the family fortune,

and rvas a shrewd businessman in his own right'
\Uhile United States Representative, then Senator,

frorn Nevada, and residing in Wasl-rington, D.C',
he acquired and developed large tracts north of
dor.r,ntown, an area norv the exclusive capital sLrburb

called Chevy Chase.2o

It is notervorthy that Williarn Sharon, Francis

Newlands, and Jol-rn Kirkpatrick all were of Scors

extraction. They and James Allen all r'vere lau'yers

and related by marriage. Nervlands was Sharon's

son-in-lau' through his daughteq Clara; Clara
and her siblings, Florence :rnd Frederick Silaron,

rvere first coltsins of both Lillie Davls (u'ife of John
Kirkpatrick) and l-rer sister, Ida Davis (wife of James

Alten). The Sharons had a clear predilection to
keep tl-re business in tl-ie fami\i ancl to use rapidly

modernizing corporate and {inancial larvs to protect

and enlarge the Sharon fortune'The patriarch, \il/illiam Sharon, died in 1885.

By the late 1BBOs, Kirkpatrick was frequenting San

Francisco to confer with the Sharon executives

l-readquartered there,14 having won the confidence

and liking of his wife's cousins, William Sharon's

three children (heirs of hls estate). They inherited
their father's estate in thirds:

Florence Sharon (1858-1924) rnarried Thomas

Henry Fermor-Hesketh, seventh Baronet Hesketh, of

Lancashire, England, r,vhere she resided.i5 According

to tlre Neu York Times rvedding notice, she secured

fbr herself a title "and property enough to sr:pport her

ir-r all the luxury whictr l-rer stirtion as Lady Heskerh

rvifl demand."l6 She still dreu'on the Sharon fortune,

hor.r,ever, and her London solicitor lvas in frequent

contact u'ith Kirkpatrick about the necessary liqui-

datior-r of assets.17

Frederick Sharon (1862-1915), son of the

patriarch, quit his role as an executor of the estate

irnd cr-rltivated the arts in Paris. In 1910 he returned

ro the Bal, {1"o and lived in Sharon Heights (Menkl

Park).18 Kirkpatrick sent him regular reports about

the finances and condition of the Palace Hotel, but
Frederick was little involved in the management.

\{illram Sharon (1821-i885) Corrrtesl of \Yiktpedia'

Francis Griffith NetL'lands (1846-1917). Courte.sy of Wikipedia.
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This photo, circa 7880s, shows the Palace Hotel (igfu) connected rc rhe Grand Hotel (left) b a coqeredbrid.ge.

Cowtesl of clw San Francisco Hisrory Center, San Francisco Public Librarl.

In San Francisco, the family fust tasked Kirkpatrick
"to straighten out a number of apparent snarls in
the details of the management of the Palace Hotel.
Within three weeks' time, young Kirkpatrick made
such drastic and beneficial changes that he was offered
and accepted the managemeot of the big hote1."21

Kirkpatrick made the Pa[ace a "great success"

strong natural abiliry as a business man quite so

forcibly as the exceptional skill with which he ...
conducted the affairs of this greatest of American
hote[s."2z He was regarded in the trade as "one of the
most competent . .. and one of the most successful,
hotel managers of the wor[d."23 He also managed
the Grand Hotel, which was across the street from
the Palace and connected by a covered bridge.zaand "very profitable." "Nothing evidenced his



"Kirkpatrick's advance proved only a stepping

stone, foi gradrally other duties relating to the

Sharon estate were given him tiII finally he was

carrying the burden of the management of the entire

;;;;;", 
"r.td *", made its vice president and general

manager."25 While Francis Ne',vlands presided gen-

erally, and was involved in the bigger transactions'

h" *u, mostly occupied with his own political career

and other business ventures in the East'

Kirkpatrick's expanded responsibilities included

atmost :b,OOO acres of dllage and pasture and 2'700

head of cattle in the Bay Area and Central Valiey' He

k"p, u "country home" in Pleasanton'26 He deployed

ulihi, gifts: for husbandry, learned on rhe farm in

\X/est Vlrginia; for business, learned from his father

,rrd .r.,.L, in Pittsburgh; and ultimately for high

finance, where rhe law he learned ar the University

of Michigan profitably intersected with the Sharon

millions.
In his voluminous correspondence with Francis

Newlands, Frederick Sharon, and Lady Hesketh's

solicitor, Kirkpatrick moved efforrlessly among such

diverse ,rb1..ts as alfalfa and barley agriculture

and cattle breeding; the endiess assorted minutiae

essentiai to upscale hostelry (cuisine, furnishings'

lavatories, ett.); and the Sharons' deals, stocks'

bonds, trusts, subsidiaries, escrows' and many other

sophisticated financial and legal instrumentalities'

That he served and retained the confi'dence

of the Sharon heirs (especially the sharp Francis

Newlands) for two decades until his death is the

clearest demonstration of Kirkpatrick's capacity

and finesse.27 "His temperament [was] that of a

well-poised character which denotes quick and

deterLmed decision, free frorn impulse or vacilla-

tion."2B He successfully combined qualities not often

found in the same person: he had wide scope' but

paid close attention to detail; he was highly astute

ir, .r-r'urr"r, of business, buf amiable; he had iron

discipline for himseif, and gentleness for others'

A11 his undertakings were driven by inexhausdble

energy.
In addition to his success as manager of the

hotels, he built a "high reputation as a business-

man."29 On behalf of the Sharons, Kirkpatrick
handled numerous real estate transactions and other

deals involving tens of millions in adjusted dollars' In

compensation, he received a large salary and, more

important to growing his own personal fortune' a

share of the gross revenues of tlre hotels, which he

put to great advantage. He "was widely. knorvn not

t.rlv in [California] but throughout the countrl"

and was one of the most prominent business men

on the coast-"3O

He knew "the secret of getting the best possible

work" from the many people he supervised'li He

understood the cardinal rule that, properly managed,

money in quantity begets more money, and business

begets moie business. As he observed to Frederick

Sharon concerning one of the hotel restaurants'

"people will come day after day to aplace that is:

too fr.,11, where they would not go at ali to one that

was half empry."32 He also took his business acumen

to "the ranch," explaining, "The operations are

extensive but perfectly systematized' Every pound

of barley or othlr food fed to each horse is accounted

for and recorded, so that the exact cost, gain or loss'

on every transaction can be traced to its source' But

for this discipline we would be swamped'"31

Recognizing Kirkpatrick's abilities, businessmen

in various trades gave him numerous leadership

roles, including chairman of the Cenmal California

Counties Association,34 chairman of the Califomia

Agricultural District Fairs,35 president of the Hotel

Men's Association,36 and a leader of the San Francisco

Hotel Association.3T In addition to the Palace Hotel

Co. and the Sharon Estate Co', he was an officer or

director (on the Sharons'behal( his own, or both), of

Alhambra Additlon lWater Company, Amalgama te d

Oil Co., Associated Oil Company, Bakersfield

Iron'S7orks, Central Pacifi-c Railroad Company'

Columbia Channel Mining Co', Dangregg Land

Co., Occidental Land and Improvement Company'

Pioneer-Midway Oil Company, Pleasanton Draying

Co., Sacramento Southern Railroad, San Gabriel

\(ine Company, \7e11s Fargo Nevada National Bank

(predecesslr of today's 'Wells Fargo), and Sterling

Ol e. Development Company, with fields in the

Central Valley, where Kirkpatrick had gotten his

California start.38 In a letter to Frederick Sharon'

he wrote one day, "There are a dozen people waiting

to see me."39

At the time, service in the California National

Guard was compulsory for men of age' Kirkpatrick

was commissioned lieutenant colonel, aide- de-camp

on the staff of the commander'in-chief, a general

5Z
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C*t. J. C. HIRKPATRICK

"Bonifacz" Iohn C. Kirkpatnck hnlding menus for the Palace and Fairmont Hotels.

From Men W'ho Make San Francisco, page 244.

rank assigned by law to the governor of the State of
California.ao Kirkpatrick's position as a staffofficer
was an invaluable opportunity for him to mix with
men, subject to the same duty, whose wealth also

afforded high rank.a i Kirkpatrick's "Commissary"
command served the officers' mess handsomely from
the kitchens of the Palace Hotel; he had Califomia
state governors at his table ever after.42 "His fame as

an epicure was worldwide."43 He "was noted for his

taste in food. People longed to be invited to dine at
his table."# Culinary scholars still debate whether
the dish "Oysters Kirkpatrick" was created by him
or named in honor of him.45

Following his tour in the guard, he continued
to be generally known as "Colonel Kirkpatrick."
Besides "Colonel," some called him "Kirk."46 His
general air of authority grew with his beard, which
he neatly trimmed to a point, contributing to "his
well-known resemblance of Edward VII," a near
contemporary.4T

He moved comfortably in the highest political
circles of the ciry and state. His public service had

"the same marked success that attended his private
ventures."48 Mayor Eugene Schmitz appointed him
a San Francisco park commissioner, chiefly respon-

sible for Golden Gate Park, which featured a horse

raceffack.49 Govemor James Budd appointed him an

overseer of the Yosemite Va[ey, then a stare park.5o

These tourist attractions were thought to be within
the scope of the master hotelier.

His appointment to another pubiic offrce, how-
ever, stirred envy and some initial doubt: Governor
Henry Gage made him a member of the Board of
State Harbor Commissioners for the harbor and
port of San Francisco.5l This position was especially

coveted.52 After he was unanimously confirmed by

the Califomia State Senate,5l "it was surmised that
his duties as manager of the hotels, ranches and
other vast properties of the Sharon estate would take

so much of his time that he could not give personal

attention to harbor affairs, but the surmises were
not well founded, as the Commissioner gave the
State the benefit of his excellent business judgment

on all building operations under the direction of
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Palace Hotel Grand cottrt in 1897. "A picture fails to giue an d.dequate idea oi d-te siTe and. granderLr oi this unusual feature,
covering twelt'e thousand square feet of the ground service and extending to the immense glass roof, near\ 150 feet aboue."

From The Palace Hotel, (lolm C. Kitkpatrick and Geo. B..W'arren, e&., 1g97).
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The Palnce HoteL Office, circa

Courtesy of tfu San Francisco

1893, slnwing the workers eager to help gues*

History Center. San Francisco Public Librarl'

commenting on the developing points of the many

fine thoroughbreds he raised there'"61

Especially devoted to harness racing' he was

chairman of pacifi,c board of appeals of the National

Tiotting Association; chairman of the Associated

Horse 
-Breed"rs of California; vice president

and director of the Pacifi-c Coast Tiotting Horse

Breeders Association;6z steward of the Western

Tirrf Association;63 president of the San Francisco

Driving Club (for harness racing);64 and member

of the executive committee of the horse races at

the Panama Pacific International Exposition'65 His

winning pacer, named Ctipper, toured racetracks

around the country and was pictured on the sports

page wirh trophy cup.66 Another of his prizewinners

*r-, ,ru*.d ait., his masteq John Caldwell'67

Kirkpatrick was extremely sociable and univer-

sally well regarded. "In San Francisco there is no

citizen -o.. iik"d, more popular' nor more respected'

... Colonel Kirkpatrick is charitable to the extreme'

He is generous and tolerant by nature. " ' Whether

in a gathering of friends or at a great public meet-

ing, he is always the same, a kindly, generous and

entertaining companion."68 Such qualities also made

him eminently clubbable. In the San Francisco Bay

Area, he was member of the Burlingame Country

Club, the CommonwealthClub, The Family (a men's

club on Post Street), the Ingleside Golf Club, the



The serenth floor oi the origiml Polace Hotel, circtt 1886. "The sewnth lloor . . . is ardsricaliy arransed with- tt.

dispLal of tropicalplLtnts and g'oceiulstatuttrl." Corirresy of the San Franci-sco Hrsrorl Centel San Frtncisco Public Libratl.
TLrt lrom The Palece Hotei (John C. Kirkpatrick arrd Geo. B. tX.Iarren, eds., 1897).

Paci{ic Union Club, r[-Le Presidio Goif Club, and rhe
University Club. He also "belonged to severalclLrbs
in eastern cities."69

"He \r'as a good mixer ... a good story teller, a
man about to\\rn) who drank a little ... [and] had a

lot of magnetism."7o "He was .. . the best and lvidest
known toastmaster in the country. As a racon-
teuq he was unexcelled."71 His toasts and public
words-whether urbane or homespun r.vith taies of
West Virginia country life 

-rvere 
"remarkably \\,e11

chosen,"72 "receirred witlr l'rearty welcome,"7] and
"greeted with loud and long qontinued cheering."T'1
He was "cheerful of rnind and ready rvith a u,inning
smile and jesting word, ... his lively and buoyant

spirits found play for the enjoyment of others. ...
his charming and entertainir-rg personality mirde fast
friends of all."75 He was "geniaiand kindly, uniformly
courteous and absolutely unassuming in any and
all company. ... [Becoming an acquaintance] in
almost every instance meant friendship r.vith him. ...
Physicallii mentally antl at heart John C. Kirkpatrick
was a 'big' man. ... his presence rvas accorded a

royal rvelcorne, and his opinions and utterances tlre
deepest respec[."76

One New Year's E,ve, lie saicl: 'As u,e begin this
ngqr ye ar let us, instead of new resolutious, seek for
force, energy, and strength to succeed in rvhat we
have already tried to do. Let us try to learn rvhat is

51



TIv Palnce Hotel in ruirc after ttte 1906 earthquake and, fire
courtesy of tl'te San Francisco History center, San Francisco public Librar^t

best for our friends, ourselves and all mankincl, and
search for wisdom that we may nor only krlow what
is be.st to do, but when and how to do it."77 When
toasting hotel men who convened on a February
14, he "extended a hearty welcome ... and referred
to the good feeiing that was bound to accrue from
such a gathering. The rime had come, he said, rvhen
all who dined rogerher on rhe eve of St. Valentine,
should, during the ensuing year, stand together as
true, Ioyal, ancl sincere friends."iB

He kept a prominent public prolile, partly for
the fun of it, but also ro promore the hotels with
the warm smile of a genial innkeeper, or, ,,Boniface,,

(a happy expression srill used in his day bur now
archaic).7e Being so closely identified rvith the palace
Hotel especially disdnguished him, since ir was ,,a

focus of ciry pride and the embodiment of San

Francisco's love of living weil."B0 He was ,,a leader
in San Francisco's highest society circles,,Bl and
ranked among the city's "social notables',82 together
with his wife, Lillie, and their daughteq Suzanne
(born in 1891), afrer her debut. The Argonaut and
other periodicals noted the family,s travels and
entertainment.83 Portraits of hlm were published
among C alif ornians of Cons equenc eB4 and Men Who
Made SanFrancisco.B5 "The newspapers have been
very kind to me,"86 he commented to Frederick
Sharon.

Reporters' genuine liking of the source of such
good copy was doubtless encouraged by rhe com-
plimentary meals he afforded them at rhe palace
Hotel restaurants.BT After a spa trip, his loss of 20
pounds and "much improved physical condition,'
made the news.B8 When his chauffeur was fined

5B



Corrrtesl of the San f'onci-""o Hi'to'y Ctntt'' San Francisco Public Librar-t

$ 1 O for speeding (by horse & buggy) 
' J ohn Caldu'ell

kirkpr,tr.k' attorney-at-larv' appeared in court on

f-rit U"f-tdf' "The speech progressed to such an extent

il;,;l;;*thl.,"r, finaliv th'"'t""td to o"ershadow

,; .j;r"";e," delighting reporters and other specta'

tors all the more Uv pto"tftt"g the state's attomey'Sg

ArrEn THE 1906 CarasrRoPur'

After the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and

nr", ,1* Palace Hotel was among the ruins' At this

;,";"-t^;;ricular, t1''" tlty 
'-t""dtJ 

leaders of Colonel

Kirkpatri.k's stamp' Wlth his customary optimism'

f-r" .r-t.o.,.rged businessmen with his motto: "San

f*r,.lr.o-undismayed by disaster' united in pros-

;;FJHe told a reporter a.good-natured story

not omitting a prornotit'nal attgl"' During the fire' he

related, it "was natural that our guests should hurry

u*rr" ,vithout paying their bills' However' "Pretry

,oo", ... .hecks ,,u"Ltl coming in from ali quarters

;,h" globe and i''' 'ff 
so't' ut'd conditions of

Ir*-i'..rer realized so thoroughly before from

what an immense territory the hotel trade of San

Francisco draws it' put'o'l'ge' Europe' Asia and

Australia all were '"p'"'"t'ttd 
by these voluntary

contributions'"91
Being sure to consult with Frederick Sharon'

Kirkpatrick designed and rebuilt the Palace Hotel

to an unpre."a"'-tt"J"ale of opulence that reflected

not merely great wealth, but also t^ltl]:"g confidence

in the renewal "f 
';; 

Francisco'ez "The success of

tl-ris great u".r,u" *us due to Colone.l Kirkpatrick'

m,lp"i,, forethought, generosiry' and tlanagement

^"irrrr" 
a ar-,d t'it'ii'" d1h" 

"'-tt"'prise' 
" e l
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As tl're neu' hotel lleatet-l completion in 1909,

Kirkpatrick u,rote detailecl reports to Frederick
Sl-raron. As nttrrble ivas laid ()n the floor ancl 70,000

pieccs of colorecl glass aftixc.l ir-r the dtlme of [he,

main clir-ring roolr.L (the Garder-r Court), he saic1,

"The effect, I sincerely believe, u.'illbe vetv gooLl'"')t'

A month later, he reported u'ithout qr-ralification,

"lt is going to be one of tl-re frnest rooms in t[-re

1a,spll."97 Of thc Gold Ballro,-tnr, ire wrote itr it rep-rort

postscript,93 "The)' are no\\' gilding ancl ornaurentiug

the ball roonr. The etTect is going to be very rich."
Such rvas the calculate tl effect of t[-re entire edifice.

Botir rhe Palirce Hotel aucl its Garclen Ctlr:rt are

considercrl classics o{ f3eaux-Arts irrchitecture)
officially .lesiguated San Francisco L:rnc]marks.99

The fc-,nner Vest Virginia iann Lroy proved to have

:rn ambitious vision of gargirnrtr:iu scale. His Palace

offices, paneLc,-l itr maltogtrn)', \\'cre on th.-' first flotlr

and provided rvitl-i private elevatclr sen'ice to his

family resiclence upst:rirs. L'"'

On December 15, 1909, Kirkpatrick u,elcomed

more than 750 lurninaries to a gala banqr.ret at the
Palace Hotel to tnark its reopening. Hc- lr'as seated

at tl're heaci table next to Gol,crnor Gillette, San

Francisco Mayor Eclu':rr.l Taylor, ancl Ma1'or-elect
Patrick "P H." McCarthy. Kirkpatrick said rhat
henceforti-r, tire Palace "cloors u,ill never be closed."

A goi.len key rna.1e for t['re occasiott u':rs atti'iched

to a balloou ancl reletrse.l from the roof of thc lrote I.

Kirkpatrick said th:rt he dicl not care u'here it u'ent:

"There u,ill be no further neecl of i1." 101

After the celebration, he resumed his u'ork as

rnanaging director of tl-re Palace. Tl-re Fairmont
Hotel, rvhich ha.] suffered less .lamage in the great

{ire, had reopened ir-r 1907, and the Palace leased it,

so Kirkpatrick u'as no\\' tnanaging director of both
horels.LOl In addition to these responsibilities, the

heirs of the Sh:rron estate cotltil-Iuerl to command

his atter-rtitln. The cltmttlative resp'onsibililics n'erc a

"hear1' burden."lcl

.r)

I
-r

Garden Court in rJLe "netr " Paloce Hotel.

6l

Corrrtesl of rhe PaLtce Hotel

: irY.:



PALACE HOTEL
AND NEV I6ONTAO$ER\T 573EET5

SAN FRANCISCO

NSSS& HFI NE\,v PALACE I{o'rEl. is cntirelv rebuilt on

S 
- 

& the original site o[ the old Palace Hotel-l!(arket
I 

(qt 
B Street. Covers an entire city block. PrescDt

F) - G height, eight stories. lluilt of steel, granite aod

@ffiAB coflcrete. Absolutely fireproof in everv rvav.

Represents an outlay of ocer $8.O00,000. Situatcd in the heart o{
San Francisco's banking and Businessceoters; reached by every
carline io the city; convenieot to all ferries and steamer docks,

railroad stations aod ticket offiees.

A llotel Withoat a Counterpaft
in the Woild

It unites all the original features oI the old Pallce Hotel, s'ith
theverylatestideasknowu to modern hotel buildings. It offers to
the tra;eler the same perfect seruice-superb cuisinc-of the old days.

Wiltdccommodate Ooer 1,000 Guests

TELEPHONE SIJTTER 7OO

Under the managemetoF the PALACE HOTEL COMPANY

designing a number of surprises on the friends

and business associates who had planned to
celebrate his birthday anniversary. ... Tears

suffused the eyes of those gathered about his

bedside to hear him dilate upon the surprises

he had in store for the banqueters.i0s

On \Tednesday, November 4, 1914, he was

reported in the news to be critically rll.to6 Just before

dawn on November 5, John Caldwell Kirkpatrick,
his family at his bedside, died, in the 58th year of his

life. His Presbyterian funeral service was supposed

to be "strictly private" but was overwhelmed by

mourners. A spontaneous funeral cortdge of friends

and admirers coming from all walks of [ife, "formed a

large crowd in the foyers and around the entrances to

the Fairmont Hotel, and stood wirh heads uncovered

as the body was borne to the funeral car.'107

Amid the crowd was John Caldwell Kirkpatrick's

stab[e boy-a symbol, it seems, of where he had

started, and how far he had come.lo8

fwelve of his closest friends escorted his remains

[o Mount Olivet Cemetery south of San Francisco,

in Coima, an area of rolhng green hills not unlike
the Appalachian foothills of 

'lUest Virginia where

he was raised.109 All who knew him felt "a vacancy

in the world left by his passing."l10

Advertisement for the "new" Palace Hotel from rht

Iglt San Francisco Blue Book.Courtesy of Wilipedia.

In July of 1914, Kirkpatrick informed Frederick

Sharon that:, "the last week I was very i11, having

a doctor and nurse and ail the other equipment
of a genuine illness. ... I am entirely over it now,

however, and am apparently in first-class shape."104

His recovery of health was brie( or its appearance

deceptive; he relapsed about three months later.

In that trying period he was, as usual, cheer-

ful of mind and ready with a winning smile

and jesting word to greet such friends as

gained admission to his bedside. Up to the
last, his lively and buoyant spirits found play

for the enjoyment of others, and he was

******
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